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To the Editor: The journal "impact factor (IF)" was conceived by Garfield in 1955 to help librarians identify the most influential journals based on the number of citations, and the first ranking of journals by IF was published in 1972. [1] We systematically analyzed the IFs of emergency medicine journals published in Journal Citation Report ® (JCR) for the past 10 years (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2012) (2013) (2014) ; this similar phenomenon also appears in the subject category of critical care medicine and infectious diseases. [2] While considering originating countries, the mean IF of journals from the USA shows higher than that from European countries. One factor is language. Editors of the European journals traditionally published in local languages have made an attempt over the last years to change the language of publication into English, so as to increase the appearance of the journals in the scientific community. [3] This might have led to a rise of the IF.
Since 2003, the "category data" of journals of each discipline has been available, and there were 171 categories in 2005, which rose to 176 categories in 2014. Among the 32 categories related to clinical medicine, the aggregate IF and the median IF of emergency medicine journals ranked 29-31 and 27-32 through the period of 2005-2014, respectively. This directly indicates that emergency medicine developed slowly in research. Possible reasons are that on the one hand, emergency medical journals published more randomized trials, status analysis, and less large-scale clinical trials and basic researches, which affected the increase in their IFs, and on the other hand, a lot of quality articles contributed to specialized journals. [4] Unequal distribution of emergency resources also hinders the entire discipline development.
[5]
Despite the general increase in IF, emergency medicine in research remains a slow development. Emergency medicine specialists are still few and tend to work in large emergency departments seeing critically ill patients. We are confident that the medical quality and scientific development of emergency medicine will consistently improve. 
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